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INTRODUCTION FOR BOYS IN THE FOURTH FORM

In the Spring Term of the Fourth Form, pupils decide which subjects to study for GCSE. Pupils move
on to their GCSE curriculum early in the Summer Term of the Fourths. This booklet describes the
courses from which pupils can choose. Any decisions made at this stage should be very carefully
considered as moving to a different subject is not normally possible at a later date.

Pupils and parents should bear in mind that we cannot forecast with certainty the demand for the
courses described in this booklet, thus we cannot absolutely guarantee that every optional course
in the booklet will be offered, although we always endeavour to meet each pupil’s choices.

Some subjects offer a GCSE course and others prefer the International GCSE (or IGCSE) courses. Both
are recognized as being of equal value by universities and employers.



Timings for making decisions


mailto:rgarvey@mtsn.org.uk

Checklist to aid the Decision Making Process
Complete box 7 with your choice of French, Spanish or German
Complete boxes 8, 9 and 10 with any three from: Art & Design, Computer Science, Design &

Technology, Drama, French, Geography, German, Greek, History, Latin, Music, Religious Studies,
Spanish, Sports Science (PE).

Subject Choices

1 English Language

2 English Literature

3 Mathematics

4 Triple Science

Double Science

> Triple Science (with a couple of lessons each week of Learning

Enhancement in the Autumn Term of the Divisions)

6 Triple Science

7 Modern Languages
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ENGLISH

English at GCSE is a natural development of the curriculum you have been following in the Lower
School. You will be writing stories, discussing poetry and prose, reading plays, responding to a
variety of texts - including fiction and non-fiction - debating, and presenting a point of view, both in
written form and orally. You are studying for two separate qualifications, one called IGCSE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE, the other IGCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE. Both are core subjects at MTS and lessons will
focus on one or the other throughout each term of study. We follow the Edexcel IGCSE exam syllabus
for both qualifications.

As you will see from the outlines below, you will be encountering a considerable range of different
skills and tasks in these courses. Perhaps the principal changes you will come to recognise is the
need to respond to what you read more analytically, and to construct an argument surrounding an
aspect of a text, such as a theme or character. In short, we want to hear your opinion on a text. We
think the courses are rich in content, covering classic and memorable texts, which we hope you will
connect with on a personal level. The skills of reading, writing and analysis that you will learn will
set you up for further study at A Level and university and all the way through your adult life. You
must remember that these are two-year courses, and that you are not expected to pick up
everything at your first attempt. If you have any further queries, do not hesitate to ask your English
teacher, or come and speak with me and | will be happy to answer any questions.

M G Hilton-Dennis
Head of English
mhilton-dennis@mtsn.org.uk
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IGCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE (9-1)
Edexcel

This is one of the core subjects of Key Stage 4 in the National Curriculum. The course is designed to
educate you in the applied use of English language and therefore relevant not only in and of itself,
but also to every other subject you take and in your adult and professional lives.

Component 1: Non-fiction Texts and Transactional Writing

Paper 1: Non-fiction Texts and Transactional Writing *Paper code 4EA1/01

e Externally assessed 60% of the total International
e Availability: January** and June GCSE

e First assessment: June 2018

Content summary

The contemporary non-fiction texts from Part 1 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE
English Anthology.

Develop skills to analyse how writers use linguistic and structural devices to achieve their
effects.

Explore links and connections between writers’ ideas and perspectives.
Develop transactional writing skills for a variety of purposes and audiences.
Use spelling, punctuation and grammar accurately.

Assessment

Section A: Reading - a mixture of short- and long-answer questions related to a non-fiction
text from Part 1 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology and one
previously unseen extract. Total of 45 marks.

Section B: Transactional Writing — one 45-mark writing task, from a choice of two involving a
given audience, form or purpose.

The total number of marks available is 90.

The assessment duration is 2 hours 15 minutes.

Students will be provided with the anthology text in the examination.

Texts for Component 1: Non-fiction Texts and Transactional Writing:

Part 1: Non-fiction Texts
From The Danger of a Single Story Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
From A Passage to Africa George Alagiah



Component 2: Poetry and Prose Texts and Imaginative Writing



IGCSE English Literature introduces you to a range of celebrated and diverse texts from across the
three main literary genres: poetry, prose and drama. You will explore the texts and their contexts,
analysing them in close detail and looking at character and theme development across whole texts
and, when it comes to poetry, comparing two different poems from the set anthology on a chosen
theme. The majority of the exam papers will focus on the set texts you study over the 2-year course,
with one section devoted to Unseen Literature, which will assess your skills in literary analysis when

IGCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE (9-1)
Edexcel

presented with a poem you will not have seen before.

Component 1: Poetry and Modern Prose

Component 1: Poetry and Modern Prose *Paper code 4ET1/01

Externally assessed 60% of the total International GCSE
Availability: January and June
First assessment: June 2018

Content summary

The poetry collection from Part 3 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English
Anthology.

One modern prose text from the list of set texts (page 8).

Develop skills to analyse unseen poetry.

Develop skills to analyse how language, form, structure and contextual factors can be used
to create meanings and effects.

Develop skills to maintain a critical style and informed personal response.

Develop comparison skills.

Assessment

Section A - Unseen Poetry: one 20-mark essay question exploring the meaning and effects
created in an unseen poem. The poem will be reproduced in the question paper.

Section B - Anthology Poetry: one 30-mark essay question from a choice of two, comparing
two poems from Part 3 of the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology.
Section C - Modern Prose: one 40-mark essay question from a choice of two on each of the
set texts.

The total number of marks available is 90.

The assessment duration is 2 hours.

Closed book: texts are not allowed in the examination. However, students will be provided
with the anthology poems in the examination.




Texts for Component 1: Poetry and Modern Prose

Component 1 is closed book, which means set texts will not be allowed into the examination.

The Section A text will be a previously unseen poem.

The Section B poems will be taken from the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Anthology,
which we shall provide you with in advance of your study. These are as follows:

If-

Prayer Before Birth
Blessing

Search For My Tongue
Half-past Two

Piano

Hide and Seek

Sonnet 116

La Belle Dame sans Merci
Poem at Thirty-Nine

War Photographer

The Tyger

My Last Duchess
Half-caste

Do not go gently into that good night
Remember

Rudyard Kipling
Louis MacNeice
Imtiaz Dharker
Sujata Bhatt

U A Fanthorpe

D H Lawrence
Vernon Scannell
William Shakespeare
John Keats

Alice Walker
Carol Ann Duffy
William Blake
Robert Browning
John Agard

Dylan Thomas
Christina Rossetti

The choice of text for Section C - Modern Prose - will be one of the following texts that we shall give
to you to read at the end of the 4™ Form so that you can read and consider the text over the summer

holiday before you begin your Divisions year:

One modern prose text from the list below.

To Kill a Mockingbird
Of Mice and Men

Harper Lee
John Steinbeck






MATHEMATICS
Edexcel

Mathematics is a core subject in the National Curriculum and is studied by all pupils throughout the

Fourth Form, Divisions and Fifth Form. The subject is taught in ability strands from the second half
of the Autumn term in the Fourth Form based on two tests taken at the end of the first half term.
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PHYSICS

Studying Physics encourages you to look at the world around you with an inquiring and open mind,
to explain why physical phenomena happen. Problem solving, experimental work and forming
explanations are key parts of the study of Physics. You will develop your ability to apply your
understanding to unfamiliar situations, a useful skill for life in general.

The Edexcel IGCSE Physics course introduces all the fundamental topics which you need in order to
understand the subject and then develops these by further study and investigation. You will apply
Physics to many everyday situations such as keeping your home heating bills low or using electricity
safely. There are many tougher areas too, such as understanding what makes a nuclear reactor work
and the principles on which an electrical generator works.

The examination consists of a two-hour and a one-hour paper which are taken during the Summer
Term of the Fifth Form. Both of these papers include questions on the practical aspects of the
subject and there is no coursework. Candidates aiming for Double Award Science only sit the first

paper.

The topic sections are: Forces and Motion; Electricity; Waves; Energy Resources and Energy
Transfer; Solids, liquids and Gases; Magnetism and Electromagnetism; Radioactivity and Particles
and Astrophysics. Most of the topics will be examined in paper 1; the sub-topics which are not in
paper 1 are specified in the syllabus. Questions in paper 2 may assess any area in the whole syllabus.

A Mayadeen

Head of Physics
amayadeen@mtsn.org.uk
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MODERN LANGUAGES
Edexcel

Modern Languages are core subjects for GCSE/IGCSE in all leading Independent Schools in the UK.
At Merchant Taylors’ we lay considerable importance on the necessity to reach at least a competent
level in a minimum of one foreign language. In addition to language skills, you will acquire
knowledge of contemporary issues gleaned through the study of multimedia resources and short
literary extracts and you will gain a study skillset that is different to all other subjects taught in the
school. Languages are part of the EBacc and are recommended by the DoE (Department of
Education) as facilitating subjects for university entry. Recent government initiatives have also
sought to counteract the desperate shortage of linguists in the UK and, needless to say, your
university and career prospects are considerably enhanced with a language qualification. If you
have enjoyed your Fourth Form introduction to German or Spanish, you are already very well-placed
to explore a second language further and acquire a second, increasingly valuable, qualification.

At Merchant Taylors’ you will study the IGCSE syllabus (we currently use Edexcel) which we consider
to be a better preparation for Sixth Form study and beyond. This syllabus is now followed by a large
number of Independent Schools in the country. This requires candidates to demonstrate
competence in the four linguistic skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing. We use the same
syllabus for all three main languages so that you have the security of following the same exam
syllabus: you can concentrate on the language rather than on a different set of skills and papers.
The speaking is tested by your teacher at the end of the course and the test involves the discussion
of a picture prepared in advance and a discussion of specified conversation topics covered during
the course. The other three skills are tested in individual papers at the end of the course in a very
similar format to your 13+ examination or your forthcoming end-of-year examination.

We use a mixture of authentic materials (texts, films, video clips, short literary extracts) and
textbook materials that are directly relevant to the syllabus and there are opportunities for film
analysis, acting, film-making, fiction reading and debating. In the Fifth Form and often in the
Divisions Year, a language assistant provides conversation practice in small groups.

We organise numerous trips and exchanges to France, Germany, Austria and Spain and we also run
excursions into London and host regular Panglossia (the MFL Society) events, which you are most
welcome to attend.

By the end of the IGCSE course, you should be in a position to cope with everyday situations with
confidence. The emphasis placed on speaking and listening activities facilitates the process of
language acquisition and encourages self-expression, as well as the ability to understand the gist of
what is said by native speakers. Reading is another important feature of the course and a wide
range of materials is made available. You will learn how to extract relevant pieces of information, a
skill which will continue to be of practical use later in life.

R P Bailey

Head of Modern Languages
rbailey@mtsn.org.uk
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GERMAN

Studying German to IGCSE level gives students the opportunity to explore a language closely related
to English. Speaking German is desired not only by some employers, but it should also be viewed as
a skill which a well-rounded and educated individual offers. Germany is a highly modern and
advanced country which recognises the value of those outside its borders who speak its language.
It should also be remembered that German is an official language in no fewer than seven countries
as well as a second language for much of Eastern Europe. As German is related to English, learning
German represents an excellent chance to gain a solid grounding in a more straightforward
language, the skills of which might be applied to the learning of other more complex languages later
in life.

Our Edexcel IGCSE course in German is an accelerated one, based on the fact that much of the
generic language-learning skills have been covered in the French course. Boys have the chance to
work equally on their speaking, reading, writing and listening skills, and this will prepare them
appropriately to make those initial visits to German-speaking countries, be it on exchange or some
other form of travel.

Our students soon become confident in using complex linguistic structures, and by the end of the
IGCSE German course pupils should be in a position to talk and write about a variety of everyday
situations, whether it be their hometown, a film they have seen, topical issues such as the
environment, or their future plans and career choices. They can offer opinions on a variety of issues
and communicate meaningfully with another German speaker.

The IGCSE course is a strong foundation for success at future German study in the Sixth Form. Itis
important that the study of German be viewed as complementary to a boy’s other chosen subjects,
and not necessarily as a means to an end; German is especially useful to those with an interest in
mathematics and engineering, economics, medicine, history, the law, the fine arts and music. The
German Government readily makes funds available to students who wish to pursue their studies in
Germany.

The German Department organises an annual exchange programme for boys in the Divisions and
the Fifth Form with a grammar school in northern Germany as well as the chance to complete work-
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ART & DESIGN
OCR

Introduction

GCSE Art & Design offers a wonderful opportunity for those fascinated by the visual world to expand
and develop their understanding. The course is an opportunity for self-expression and each
student’s projects will be quite unique.

Rationale

We promote and develop transferable skills applicable to any artistic discipline: imagination,
creativity, lateral thinking and invention are all prized assets of the artist. These skills are first
developed and encouraged through a structured, non-assessed course in the autumn term of the
Divisions, in which you will learn all the essentials of drawing, painting, Photoshop, and sculpture —
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courtroom speeches declaimed in the Athenian courts about murder and adultery, or accounts from
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
AQA

Design and Technology gives young people the skills and abilities to engage positively with the
designed and made world and to harness the benefits of technology. They learn how products and
systems are designed and manufactured. They learn how to be innovative. They learn how to make
creative use of a variety of resources including digital technologies. Hopefully, they will understand
how they can improve the world around them.

Our GCSE course centres on user-driven design, offering boys the opportunity to work on a range of
projects from those that build on practical and computer-based skills to ones relating to
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DRAMA
AQA

Students follow the AQA GCSE Drama course (8261). 70% of the final grade is assessed through
written work. 30% of the final grade is assessed through practical work.

Why study the subject?

Drama offers students the opportunity to explore a range of creative and critical thinking skills. They
are encouraged to become imaginative and confident performers. The subject enables students to
develop key skills applicable to a variety of careers as they learn to present themselves in public
with confidence. They also learn to collaborate, communicate and negotiate with others, to think
analytically and evaluate effectively. Whatever the future holds, a GCSE Drama student will emerge
with a toolkit of transferable skills invaluable for study at university and in the workplace. Drama
students have gone on to pursue careers in Politics, Media, Medicine, Events Management,
Teaching, as well as in the Entertainment Industry.

Aims of the Course

e Toencourage exploration and active engagement in a wide range of creative and stimulating
activities

e To promote independent learning and critical, reflective enquiry

e Todevelop arange of practical, creative and performance skills

e To facilitate imaginative and contemporary work in a collaborative context

Course Content

The course offers students the opportunity to explore drama as a practical art form in which ideas
and meaning are communicated to an audience through choices of form, style and convention.
Students will be introduced to key practitioners, theoretical influences and influential playwrights
whilst developing and building their core practical performance skills. The content for GCSE Drama
is divided into three components:

1. Understanding drama (written examination)
2. Devising drama (practical process/performance and written coursework portfolio)
3. Textsin practice (practical performance)

Method(s) of Assessment

Component 1 (40%) consists of the written paper —an open book exam of 1% hours

Section A: multiple choice questions on knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre (4
marks)

Section B: four questions on a given extract from the set play (chosen from a choice of six) (46 marks)
Section C: one question on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production (30 marks)

Component 2 (40%) consists of creating and performing devised drama (20 marks). Students will

analyse and evaluate their own work with the creation and development of a written coursework
portfolio (60 marks).

24
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GEOGRAPHY
AQA

Do you have an inquisitive mind and are you fascinated by the world around you? Geography is
part of everyday life: urban change, quality of life, flooding, volcanic eruptions, deforestation,
globalisation and energy provision. These are all issues that make headline news regularly and form
part of our GCSE course. We teach the AQA specification and you will take three exam papers which
will assess Human and Physical Geography as well as a range of geographical skills including
fieldwork experience. Our teaching team is fully committed to supporting you throughout your
course to ensure you both enjoy it and are ultimately successful in your exams.

All students will be able to enjoy exploring Geography in the real world through fieldwork trips to
the Olympic Park in Stratford and the River Chess near Amersham, as well as optional expeditions
abroad at some stage in their GCSE or A level careers. The current Fourth Form students have
already started their GCSE course by studying the ‘Challenge of Natural Hazards’ topic, and so
should be aware of the engaging lesson activities, interesting contemporary content, and wide
range of revision and exam technique support available on Teams.

The course is split roughly into 50% Human Geography and 50% Physical Geography. In Year 10
students will build on their knowledge and understanding from the Natural Hazards Topic studied
in Year 9 and will start the year studying Urban Issues and Challenges before moving on to the
Physical Landscapes of the UK and the Changing Economic World modules. Towards the end of Year
10, students will begin work on the fieldwork preparation which will include visits to the River Chess
and King’s Cross’ recently rege
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Our expanded programme of expeditions will provide you with the opportunity to experience
geographical processes and landforms first-hand in such locations as Iceland, Switzerland,
California, Morocco, China and the Azores. We had a joint trip with Politics to Israel and Palestine,
and a new trip planned to Morocco.

A L Murray

Head of Geography
amurray@mtsn.org.uk
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HISTORY
Cambridge International

IGCSE History will enable you to:

e Acquire knowledge and understanding of the periods studied - International Relations 1919-
1989 and Germany 1918-1945.

e Investigate key historical events, changes, people and issues from this period.

e Develop an understanding of how the period has been represented and interpreted.

e Explore historical concepts such as cause and consequence, change and continuity, and
similarity and difference.

e Use historical sources, both primary and secondary, critically in their historical context.

e Organise and communicate your knowledge and understanding of the period.

e Draw conclusions and appreciate that these and other historical conclusions are liable to
reassessment in the light of new or reinterpreted evidence.

e Develop an interest in and enthusiasm for History.

You will consider the following historical questions:

e Were the peace treaties of 1919-23 fair?

e To what extent was the League of Nations a success?

e Why had international peace collapsed by 1939?

e Was the Weimar Republic doomed from the start?

e Why was Hitler able to dominate Germany by 19347

o How effectively did the Nazis control Germany, 1933-45?

e What was it like to live in Nazi Germany?

e Who was to blame for the Cold War?

e How effectively did the USA contain the spread of Communism?

In 2026, you will sit:

Component 1 =40% (2 hours)
Written paper - Candidates answer three questions, split into three parts: (a: 4 marks), (b: 6 marks)
and (c: 10 marks). (60 marks)

Component 2 = 30% (1 hour 45 minutes)
Written paper - Candidates answer five questions on one prescribed topic taken from the Core
Content. There is a range of source material relating to each topic. (40 marks)

Component 3 = 30% (5 lessons + homework)
One piece of extended writing, up to 2000 words in length, based on the Germany Depth Study. (40
marks)

M W S Hale

Head of History
mhale@mtsn.org.uk
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MUSIC
Edexcel

Musicians have long-enjoyed the benefits of bringing together a wide range of inter-related and
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The four Areas of Study cover a wide range of musical styles and genres, each featuring two set
works:

AOS1 Instrumental Music 1700 “1820
Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 by J. S. Bach
Piano Sonata Op. 13 No. 8, ‘Pathetique‘ by Beethoven

AOS2 Vocal Music
Music for aBFs588ETQq0.0000TJETi-56864Q EMC Bpan MCID 5Lang (en-US):BDC g0.0000081 0 595.2 8.
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Religion, philosophy and ethics
through two major world religions and non-religious views
Edexcel Religious Studies B

Consideration of ethical issues is of vital importance for all. Every day, the media alerts us to the

latest ethical debates, all of which have consequences for our own lives. Are weapons of mass
destruction ever justifiable? Why would an all-powerful, all-loving God allow genocide to happen?
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SPORTS SCIENCE (PHYSICAL EDUCATION)
AQA

The course is aimed at any boy who has a keen love for sport. It is designed to enable students to
enjoy and understand the benefits of a healthy lifestyle and to provide a route to further study
within Sports Science. It is not necessary to have studied Sports Science in the Fourths to access
this course.

The course addresses a wide range of topics that relate to optimising performance in sport including:
what to eat and when, injury prevention, the different components of fitness and how we can
improve them. It also focuses on the cultural aspects of sport that influence an individual’s
involvement in healthy physical activities including: the role of the media, the establishment of the
National Curriculum and its aims for school sport as well as social factors that influence sporting
participation.

Subject Content

Applied anatomy and physiology

Movement analysis

Physical training

Use of data

Sports psychology

Socio-cultural influences

Health, fitness and well-being

N o ok~ wDdh PR
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